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Nore Avout Wat’'s @Bear G eek
Salvaged/Recycled Wood

Itsalittleknomfact thet Beer
Q@ eek Lunher first began as a sd vage wood
operation. Gwer @ oud Bannick usedto
spend hi s freeti ne t eari ng down urvant ed
barns and outhui | d ngs to sa vage thel um
ber products andresel | asbarnboards. H
sl ow y branched i nt o new! unber and
overtine, newproduct s becane t he doni nant
part of theinventory. Hwever, agrowng
nar ket for sal vaged wood has brought hi mback tosdl 1ing wnat ever
hecanfindavailable. Miterial s nay conefromd dschod s, vare-
houses, nil | sandbarns. Because df thenat wre of sd vage, you get
linted quantities of eachproduct but often Bl canfindjust the
product acustoner needstofinishaprgect. If youhave acus-
toner or prgect needthat calsfor usingd d, recyd ed/ sd vage nax
taids gvwewadl.

Certified Wood Products

Ny bui | der s and consuner s ar e concer ned about the en
vi ronnental danage of 1 oggi ng and ti nber harvest. Sone | arge
retal storesareswtchingover to wood product s deri ved frameer -
tifiadeenviromentdlyfriend yandsusta red esarces. Thepres-
surefromthi s narket has | ead nany of Bear G eek Lunioer’ s suppli -
erstoget certification. Bear Geek has d vays beenad etodffer
certifiedvood ( aslaogasthecetificaionprocess ed sted) but the
ogodrevstothosethat care thereisnareava l dd ethenever. There
aefor agpenciesthat offer certification theForest Sevardship
Qunci | (FX), the Ginad an S andards Associ ation (C3A), theln
ternati onal S andards Associ ati on (1) andthe Sustai nad e For-
estrylntiaive( H). Itisestinatedthan20%f d | vood produced

I—blldayl-burs

Longt i ne cust oners
know t hat Bear
Qeek i s asnowy
paceinwrie. A-
ter along sunmer
of hardwerk, bears
hi ber net e and

Bear @ eek Lunier
nodi fiesits work
schedd e, gVvingem
pl oyees achanceto

vacation, have a
littlenaretinewththeir famlyad, aoed|, kegp
varm Vhi |l eour besic hours of operationwll stay
thesame, vechaetosdit shiftsadasma |l er staff.
VEw || be cl osed Novener 2rdand 24thas vl | as
Decenoer 22nd, 25th, and 2%th. Véresune ful I ti ne
operations onJanuary 2nd of 2001 Ve usual ly are
asoc osedfor Mrtinluther Kng Doy Januery 15th
and Fresi dent s veekend February 1%th. Winter Hours
are 8 AMuntil 4 PMas opposed t o sunmer hour s of
7:30 AVuntil 430 PM Thisfar north, that neans
or gaesaeqgenaslogasthereisligt.

neet s one of these associ ati on' s standards. A thoughthey do nat
yet have aun versd standaerd, comsuners canrest assuredthet these
organ zetionsdoinswretheproduct sthet they certify neet “greent’
gds

Custom Hewn Timbers

Ti nier frane bui | ders have a ways f ound a good sour ce of
tinmers at Bear Geek Lunber. Hwever, anewnilling operation
next door aloms ustooffer not only customeut beans and ti niver s
but al so notched and hewn ti nibers that are cut by conputer run
nachi nery to exacti ng speci fi cati ans. RFundwodisa soava | adl e
Gveuwsacdl if ayd theaoveproductsareinyour g ans!



God Gft Gving

Not ever yone knows what they want to
dowththeir ved thvienthey haveit.
The noral dil enmai s vhet her you can
nake ad fferenceby cheritad eg vi ng,
either inthe here and now or asabe-
quest after your desth

Afeworgan zati os are dffer-
ingtonakethedecisionalittleeasier
foryou Theyhaved stinctlydfferet
goal shut utinateythey dove | by do-
inggood. Thefirst isHditat for Hr
nani ty. Thisworl dw de organi zati on
uses the pover of peod etoprovideaf -
fordad e hones.  Thi s beconing i ncr ess-
ingydfficdt asladpri ces scer verl d
w de ( see stary on acconparyi ng pege) .
If youwou dliketohep, their phore
nunber is (800) HABI TAT or
vwwv habitat.org/hw The organi zati on
was recent|y naned anong t he t op
honglui [ dersininternai ond ranki ngs.

Ahoneisn't nichof ahe pif
thefamlyinsidehesofood Thsisa
geat tined year todonatetoyour | o
cal food bank. You can donateting,
noney, organi ze afood drive, donate
stock or nake apayrd | deductionas a
nonthly g ft. Watever youdow || be
varththetraud e

Anot her organi zationworth
hel pi ng i s t he Met howQonser vancy.
Thsgoypisaielysetingupconser-
vati on easenent s t hr oughout t he
Mt hov\al | ey, one of the nest intact
soghirdhebitatsinNrth Aerica The
aeaisdsohoetoavarieyd endatr
gradsped esind wd ngthel yx, grizd ey
beer, bd deag es, pereg nefd cas, the
controversid chinook sd nonandsted -
headtrout. The group hopestopreserve
the undi st urbed open space as nuch as
psside fa fuuewldifenseds. G
tact themat conserve@et how comor
cal (509 9%6-2870if youved dliketo
e p

Logg ngFor Sstandd ity

The enphasi s onsustai nad eforestryisnat reva utionary. Mst foresters have
enpl oyed such standards . Qnly inthe go-go 1980 s di d t he bal ance get out of
vhack vhen Vel | . bought up nany tinter conpani es and substituted quarterly
pditsfa sesidefaestryd as.

Gnpeni es, Wether corporadyhd dor famly run, aresingngad ffer-
ent tuneintheyear 2000. Veéyerhauser becanethefirst | arge corporationto
imnstitueahabita coservationpan(HP), wileaher conpari essuichas @l lins
Ared Qester, Ahavebeencuttingfar asusta nadl e hervest sincethey beganin
199 hQ@linstreefarm theanount of tiner isstatic: asnuchisgrowng
today as was growngin 1941 vhenthey started. They only | og as nuch as they
gowper year. Thisinfact vasthe Forest Service credountil the Reaganyears
vwenexpartinglogs (inanattenpt tohel pthetrade deficit) becane a hi gher
vl e

Qher effortsat sustainablitythat arebe ngnadeincl udethe Heal thy
Forests, Heal thy Gnmounities Partnershipl HH) . This Qegongroupisacd -
| aborati ve netverk desi gredto support resporsid efarestry practicesintherurd
Nort hvest by nar keti ng product s fromsnal | conmoni ti es that are usi ng sustai n-
abl epractices. Mst of the products they vork with cone fromt hi nni ng opera-
tionsthat yid dsnal| d aneter wood products, wichhistorica ly have hadal ow
econonic val ue. Hovever, theseproducts, grominovergromforest stands, have
fireganadared nensiond |y stabl e, nakingthemided |y suitedfar suchprod
wtsasflooring funtuweadnllvark Thegowpestintesthereared0mllion
acresof thistyped forestlandinthe Visst that needrestorati on harvest s dore.
My conminut es coul d benefit fromt hese harvest s.

Ocesuwcheffort is The Forest Sevardshi p R g ect of (kanogan Qurt y.
Wthafouwr nancrew thisgraupthinsand harvest snal| daneter treeswthal ow
i npact nethod, usingasnall tractor that has 80%d essinpact ontheland. The
goal istonn nize vat er shed danage, pronate bi od versity andreducefire dan
ger whi | e supportingthewood product s i ndustry. The onl y probl emt he group
runsintoarethed e-hardfundanental i st envi ronnental i sts who o ect toany
econonic val ue bei ng pl aced on the wood products. They woul d prefer that the
woodisnat usedat dl for profit andhave actively hel dupthe process of sd es.
(kanogan Gunty i s 50%F or est ed and has one of the hi ghest unenpl oynext rat es
inthenation Thecoutyis under i ncreasi ng pressurefronfedera agenci es such
astheNtiond FshandMrineSrvices( NI\ toimstiggeaHPfar itsforests.
(kanogan @urty hes one of thenost pristinehabitats|eft inthelUited Sates.
Thehope of thisgroupistofindawaytohel pthe county’ s econony, use forest
friend y techn ques and creat e a narket abl e product that over cones envi ronmnen-
tdist fearsthat asuccessfu product wil betherund theprogram If youveu d
l'i ketoknownere about this program | ogonto stevar dshi p@et how com

Nat i onal Vdod Ganpai gn
Inaneffort todofor wood what
ml k nust aches have done for ml k
, thetinber indstryishringthe
sane FRfirmtopronate the val ue
of wood as asustai nabl e ( and
enviromentd ly correct) bul dng
product ( Gt wood?) The i ndus-
try has never bef ore coordi nat ed
swchaneffort (lagg ngfar behind
itsopposition) but hopes tohave
t he nessage out on TV by Decem
ber o Januery. Theprogrami s be-
i ng funded by bat h nanuf act urer s
and vind esd ers of wood product s.




Husingstartscod ed o f earlier inthe
sunmer but cane back i n August with
aFgininsing efamly construction
That offset al6%dropinnultifamly
housi ng.  Andl ysts sai d | over nart gage
raes( asvdl ascafidacetha theFed
eral Reservewou dnot further rai se
rates) and a | owbackl og of unsol d
houses boost ed the si ng e-famnl y court.
Trerube d statsgill tralslast yea's
nuntoer s by 8%t the forecast vas for
agoodfd | season. Honeowershipis
still growng, havi ngreached 67. 26
Woisthefairest of al reator Vb
sites? Accordingto MdiaMitrixin
NewYork Gty, Realtor. comhas hadthe
nost visitswthover twonillionin
Jure. Honest or e. com Honeadvi sor. com
and Honef ai r. comal | had a si zeabl e
nuner of hitsasve .
Qnposi te | unter pri ces sank t hrough
t he sunmer to the | owest average
nonthly | evel si nce Noveniber 1992. The
conposi teincl udes a | wood product s
and species, wththehiggest dropsin
stud grade and ot her | over grade nat e-
rids. Suhernprnehesbeenespecidly
d scounted. Upper grade | unbber pri ces
have renai ned hi gh t hr oughout and
have even seenshortages, further put-
tingpressureonpri ces.

HligToSias
Slingtothesen o narket isincreas
ingyprofitable. Asthe popul ation
getsal der , nore peopl e arel ooki ng at
retirenant comoni ti eswthvaryi ngde
gessdo assistedliving Wkt arethe
topanenitiesthey seek? Accard ngto
Bilder nagazine, thetopsdlers have

AfordddeHhtat

The boomti nes of the end of the century has
nade hone owner shi p passi bl e for nore peopl e
thanever. Yet for nany fd ks, hone ownership
ismt anaffodddeqtion Inaraiawdefed
erd study, NewJersey vas raked asthel east
aforddd estate, wthvwrkersneed ngtoearn
$16.68 per hour inorder toafford even apart -
nart rertd . Theaveragevegeinthe LBis $16. 17
per hour.

G owt h nanagenent i n nany states i s send-
inghone pricesthroughtherodf. 1n @l orado,
thedtyd B der imstituedpermt cgsinthe
ealy1990 s Tenyearslaer, theaveraged der
hone sel | s for $250,000. Adonlyintheless

desirad e nel ghborhoods. My varkers sinply can't affordtothi nk about havi ng
ahone near herethey work. Inaneffort tohe p, thecity council vantstoin
cressethesd estaxtora senoney far nare af f ordeld e subsi d ze housi ng for verk-
erswho earn| ess t han 60%of the ned an area i ncone.

Thepriceof landis evenhavinganeffect onHabitat For Hinanity' s
effats. Exlyinthedeve oonert of their progam ladves still rd aively essyto
firdandbuy for their niti-1 ot housingprogects. Nowthed | enmai s fi nd ngany
lada dl. Wthpopd aiosincressingverl dwde, thereislessladfo devd op-
nent as hones and farns conpete for space. Inurbansituations, the organi za-
tionverks wthcitieswohave d | ap dat ed housingand areverki ngat rel wernet -
ingd dne ghborhoods. Gtenthisinvd vesrestaringsitesthat havetaxic prao
lens or ather comstraints. InRdand, theprad emvas trees. Houses coud dnat be
deve opedi f they renavedtrees ( hugefinesvereleviedfar aytreerenavd ). The

I AHbuses Vére Mre

Li ke AQGonput er

» Brery tine you wanted to i nprove
your hone, youwoul d have t o buy a new
ae
«Gtenwvhentryingtoperformasinpl e
task, liketuningonahdl ligt, you
woul d be i nforned that you had per -
fornedanillegd functi onandyour en
tire house wou d shut domn.
Wienyauflushedata l e, it vou dask
you, “ Are you sure you vant to perna-
retlydd gethis?
*Brerytinevisitors cane, youwou d
have torunavirus check onthem

e If youvantedtosd | your house after
onytwyears, it wou dbeveort habout
oetethd wet youpa dforit.

A omi Fbuse nagazi ne

nanned gat e houses, a naj or . 20
aneni ty such as a cl ubhouse,
latsof nspeoeavaking | T \VBERLI NE

trals, aresat/cartryd b
proach and nost i nportant,
ressonell e HOAf ees and t axes.

P.Q Box 669 Wnthrop, WA 98862
EMi | : e a@ear creekl uner. com
509-997-3110 FAX509-997-2040 800-597- 7191

goupvorkedwththehecityincom
ingupwthanyactionplantorepl ant
trees (savi ng as nany as vas possi bl €)
so the housi ng prgj ect coul d proceed.
Hbitat islookingfo afewgood donors
tohd p. If youhave property youwou d
liketodoretear sd| & avery goadpricg
contact themat
(800) H\E TAT.

MkeRbOicity

Vér k For You
\Vént to toot your

hornthiswnter? Anewbook by au-
thors Oebor ah and Bl y Johnson out -
lineshonmtobeyor ompudicist. The
athorsurgebulderstothink of them
sdvesnat asthesuyect of astary but
as asourcefor one ( encourag ng nore
peopl eto conetotheir door to hear
their stary). Their howtoexq a s wet
ameverd esseis, homowite
oe, hontoget it inoprint
and al so howt o budget your
efforts. The book i s “The
Bilder’'sRbictyBilde”
and can be found t hr ough
Tayl or Young Associ at es
(vwwvt ayl orj ohnson. con.




